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KAREN MERRIN — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.07 pm]: On behalf of the Western Australian 
government, I would like to acknowledge and pay tribute to Karen Merrin, a tireless champion of the community 
services sector, who has recently passed away. Karen was the inaugural manager of the Northern Suburbs 
Community Legal Centre in Mirrabooka when it first opened in 1996. The centre delivers advice and advocacy to, 
and representation of, thousands of people each year. The centre also delivers education and training on a range of 
subjects for its clients and supports those from many culturally and linguistically diverse communities. 
Over 20 years, under Karen’s leadership, the centre expanded to Edith Cowan University in Joondalup and in 
Wanneroo, eventually employing 20 people, including lawyers, advocates, tenancy workers, educators and client 
service officers. For her work and leadership in managing the centre, and her wider community service, Karen was 
the deserved recipient of the Rona Okely Award at the 2017 Consumer Protection Awards. The Rona Okely Award 
is awarded to individuals who have given their time, energy and experience for the betterment of others. The 
betterment of others underlays the philosophy that Karen worked by, which was “never forget that we are here 
because of the client so stand in their shoes when you make a decision or decide on the delivery of a program”. 
Karen’s positive impact on the Western Australian community was widespread. She assisted with the 
establishment of community legal centres in the goldfields and the wheatbelt, and was chairperson of the 
Community Legal Centres Association for many years. She was also instrumental in setting up Tenancy WA, the 
Women’s Law Centre of Western Australia and the Employment Law Centre of WA (Inc), as well as a special 
domestic violence and health justice partnership with Legal Aid Western Australia. Karen helped improve the lives 
of countless people over many years, particularly those who were new arrivals in our country. Karen’s legacy will 
be a lasting one. 
I conclude by offering, on behalf of Parliament, my sincere and heartfelt condolences to Karen’s family and her 
many friends. Vale, Karen Merrin.  
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